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1 Come when yon will/ was his reply,' I shall always rejoice
to see yon, and to afford yon a hearty welcome; and be
assured that I am most particularly gratefnl for all yonr
exertions to impart knowledge amongst us whilst you are
studying the natural history of onr country.' And then
with as hearty an ' an revoir,' and as warm a shaking of
hands as ever took place between the oldest familiar friends,
we took onr leave.

" Such is Nicholas.    Let those who criticise him look
into his noble and frank countenance, and then let them
try to tell me he is a tyrant.    No; utter ignorance of the
nature   of the man has led to this most unjust  notion.
Nicholas is  above all deceit, and squares his conduct on
more noble principles than that of any potentate of modern
times.     He disdains subterfuge, and is transparent as to
all his emotions.     Hence if ill-served (knowing perfectly
what duty is) he does not suppress his feelings.     He is
sometimes quick in his anger, but like all such generous
souls, his confidence in his friends is unbounded.   Firm and
unchanging in his resolves as an Emperor of Russia must
be, if he desires to reign, his untiring aim is to ameliorate
every institution which he can touch.    But alas! so bound
up is everything in Russia by forms, customs, and preju-
dices, that he who supposes the autocrat powerful for all
good, and capable of making  every conceivable reform,
would find himself most egregiously mistaken.    The nobles
and their privileges meet him here, the different bureau-
cracies there.    Here the Minister of the State Demesnes
places a veto upon some great projected change; there the
Minister of the Finances tells him such a thing cannot be,
or, in other words, cannot be paid for."
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